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Press release no. 21

EIMA International: boom at the entry gates and focus on foreign markets

Boom at the exposition entrances. The third day of the great exposition of machinery for agriculture, gardening and grounds keeping, EIMA International, can report a surge in the number of visitors arriving on the first two days of the event over the numbers for the most recent edition in November 2012. Data made public by FederUnacoma, the Italian Federation of Agricultural Machinery Manufacturers in Confindustria which organizes the event, disclosed the arrival of 73,380 visitors for a gain of more than 22%.

Foreign markets: focus on the U.S. and FederUnacoma/SACE accord. Internationalization was taken up in an authoritative statement delivered by Riccardo Maria Monti, the president of the Italian Trade Agency ICE, who stressed that Western countries are continuing to offer important market opportunities for Italian manufacturers. He affirmed, “In the United States we have entire states in which Made in Italy has yet to be made known and appreciated. Look at Texas, for example, Colorado, Tennessee and Georgia and others.” He went on to say, “The ICE agency is of course not neglecting the emerging markets in growth, as in Ghana, Iran, Myanmar, Mozambique and many others.” On the front of cooperation, an agreement was wrapped up this morning by SACE, the Italian Export Credit Agency, and FederUnacoma which supports internationalization projects for the federation’s 300 member manufacturers with insurance against risks services specifically designed for the agricultural machinery industries. Foreign market issues were also taken up in a meeting given the title Egypt: Opportunities and Cooperation for Sustainable Development of Agriculture promoted by DG Cooperation for Development, FederUnacoma and The International Center for Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies, CIHEAM, and in a meeting organized by Greek’s Magnesia Regional Chamber of Commerce and the Italian-Hellenic Chamber of Commerce for a survey of present conditions in the Greek agricultural sector.

Agro-energy: production of biomethane starting in 2015. This announcement was made by Ministry for Agriculture, Food and Forestry Policy Undersecretary Giuseppe Castiglione during a workshop on Biomethane: A New Opportunity for Raising Biomass Value, sponsored by ENAMA, the Italian Agricultural Mechanization Agency. Among the initiatives organized by ITABIA, the Italian Biomass Association, on the same issue was a seminar named, Energy Crops: Use of Miscanthus on Lands Abandoned by Agriculture. Following on were meetings under the heading Biogas in Agricultural Environment: Two Case Studies Cofinanced by the Ministry for Agriculture, Food and Forestry Policy and another entitled, Mechanization of Forestry Enterprises in North Italy.
Also on the schedule for the day were technical issues. The many events on the technical front was opened with a Council for Research and Experimentation in Agriculture CRA/ENAMA meeting on Intrac: Integration of Ergonomics and Safety in Tractors and Agricultural Machinery. Final Conference on Results and Solutions Project. This meeting was followed by an Academy of Agrarian Sciences UNASA/FederUnacoma assembly on Sustainable Agriculture Through Innovation in Agricultural Mechanization and another managed by the Plast Project on Presentation of IrriPro 3.5 Advanced Software Design for Irrigation Plant. Among these events in the technical area were an appointment for an Informatore Agrario initiative Workshop Informatore Agrario: Sustainability in Conservation Agriculture, Support Measures in New Rural Development Plans; an Agricultural Industry Electronics Foundation AEF
session on Train the Trainer, EuDaimon Engineering seminars on Safety and Environment – Norms Required for Agro-Industry sector, Voluntary Certification in Agro-Industry Sector and New Scenarios and Opportunities for Development: RDP 2014 2020. Also up for notice were a meeting sponsored by Kuhn on the issue, Work the Soil in a More Sustainable Way, the EU LIFE Helpsoil and the Anascodi conference on InfoCAP 2014: Managing Risks for Developing Enterprise – CAP 2014-2020 Instruments and Opportunities. Also coming along was the presentation of the findings of a survey on agro-mechanical innovation,  promoted by Nòva Agricoltura, Edagricole  New Business Media, which touched on a range of salient issues on the future of agricultural enterprises and finally, a seminer staged by Umor Acqueo with the title Biolakes and Safeguarding the Land for dealing with protection of the environment.
EIMA International and the world of sport. There was no lack of interest shown on the third day of the exposition for a window opened on the management of sports facilities in the meeting named, Sports Greens and Football Today sponsored by the Bottos company in collaboration with FederUnacoma and Promoverdi. This event was followed by the presentation of the newly formed Union of Contractors and Maintenance for Grass Sports Pitches, UCMISE. Also noteworthy was a press conference set up by the National Union of Agricultural Machinery Dealers UNACMA, and the Italian Agrarian Engineering Association AIIA. All the while the EIMA Social Team was kept busy with the management of the flow of information on the exposition through the social network.  Moreover, information on agriculture led to an interesting Agronotizie-Image Line meeting yesterday on the issue, #AgriForMe, the BarCamp of Agriculture at which Marco Boscolo, a journalist on the staff of Wired, declared, “Farming today has steady recourse to the Internet for getting informed and in this context #AgriPerMe has to be considered not only a hashtag but a distinctive sign of a community of 126,000 people who find opportunities for developing their activities on the web.”
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